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Musical Offerings celebrates three 

decades Of Music in san antOniO

By LIza Cuz

O

.ne of San Antonio’s most successful and .enduring 
chamber music ensembles celebrates its 30th 
anniversary season beginning Dec. 3.

Founded in 1983, Musical Offerings began at the San 
Antonio Museum of Art as a gallery series with music 
programmed to art. In 1989, Joan Christenson, a violinist 
with the San Antonio Symphony, was looking for an 
opportunity to perform a broad range of chamber music, 
so when given the chance to become artistic director of 
Musical Offerings, she gladly accepted and has held the 
position ever since.

“There’s just so much music I want to play,” Christenson 
said. “I have always been extremely interested in what I am 
doing, and I’ve learned much as part of this group. I like the 
collaborations, the business aspect and the music.”

 For three decades, Musical Offerings has had a special 
relationship with the San Antonio Museum of Art to 
provide audiences with a deeper experience when 

viewing the art collections in the galleries. 

“With SAMA, we have been able to create something 
bigger than we would have been able to create alone,” 
Christenson said.

In the past five years, MO and SAMA have established the 
Music on the Move series. This innovative “musical tour” 
series takes musicians and audiences through selected 
galleries featuring music from the same period of history 
as the art. 

“Because of the broad range of Musical Offerings’ 
programming and personnel, we have the opportunity to 
unite our talents with local organizations and participate 
in special community events,” Christenson said. 

Evolution is nothing new for the group. In 1992, 
Christenson was again looking for opportunities to 
expand the repertoire and began the Jazz Meets Classical 
series, which presents compositions combining elements 

of both jazz and classical music.

“The community finds us interesting because we can 
do jazz, classical, and contemporary chamber music,” 
Christenson said.

“We keep things interesting. We have worked with 
hundreds of artists as our musicians change to meet the 
repertoire, and our instruments can change, our venues 
change, and our repertoire changes.” 

Variety and talent have been key to the group’s longevity, 
and keep supporters coming back for more each year.

Musical Offerings performed chamber music concerts 
in conjunction with the first anniversary of the Henry A. 
Guerra Public Library branch in 2005, the Taste of Tango 
series at venues across San Antonio from 2004 through 
2006, and the Brahms and Beethoven festivals in 2012 
and 2013.

This season opens with favorites from the past 30 years 
on Dec. 3 at Christ Episcopal Church. 

Appearing at the Dvořák Festival on Feb. 3, the chamber 
group will explore composer Antonin Leopold Dvořák’s 
years in America, showcasing his “American String 

Quartet” at the San Antonio Museum of Art. 

Jazz Meets Classical gears up for its 22nd season on April 7. 

After 30 years, the audience is what keeps Christenson 
and the group going, she said.

“I know a lot of the audience members, because they 
have been coming for years, and we have such intimate 
settings. Their support, it’s very humbling.”

Details are at www.musicalofferings.org.
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Joan Christenson, Brent Watkins and Joshua Boulton 
at Beethoven Festival performance at Christ 
Episcopal Church
Photo by Mathew Diekman
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Musical Offerings’ Jazz Meets Classical Ensemble
Photo by Susan Riley
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